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28th May 2026 

Wood Street Village Pond 

Dear Gaynor, 

 Thomson Environmental Consultants conducted great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) 

habitat suitability index (HSI) and environmental DNA (eDNA) assessments on a waterbody 

located off Oak Hill, Worplesdon, Wood Street, Guildford, GU3 3EP (grid reference: SU 95535 

51042), henceforth referred to as ‘the pond’. 

The assessments were undertaken by Ecological Consultant Joe Denny BSc (Hons) MSc 

ACIEEM, holder of a Natural England Class Licence (CL08) for great crested newt, and 

Assistant Ecologist Erin Flathers BSc (Hons) MSc on 1st May 2026. The HSI followed the 

methodology of Oldham et al. (2000) and recorded ten habitat parameters to calculate an HSI 

score, classifying the theoretical potential of the pond to support great crested newt from ‘Poor’ 

(score of <0.5) to ‘Excellent’ (score of >0.8). The eDNA assessment was conducted by taking 

ten samples of water from the pond and submitting it to a laboratory for analysis. 

The HSI assessed the pond to have ‘Poor’ suitability to support great crested newt, with a 

score of 0.48. The HSI results are appended to the end of this letter. The results of the eDNA 

were returned on 18th May 2026. A negative result was returned indicating that great crested 

newt are likely absent within the pond. The eDNA laboratory report is appended to the end of 

this letter. 

Following these results, great crested newt are considered likely to be absent from the pond. 

Therefore, no further recommendations are made in relation to this species. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Seb Megson 

Ecological Consultant 
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Appendix 1: HSI Results 

Table 1: Great crested newt HSI results 

SI N SI Description SI Value 

1 Geographic location 1 

2 Pond area 0.99 

3 Pond permanence 0.9 

4 Water quality 0.67 

5 Shade 1 

6 Water fowl effect 0.01 

7 Fish presence 0.33 

8 Pond Density 0.9 

9 Terrestrial habitat 0.67 

10 Macropyhyte cover 0.55 

HSI Score 0.48 

Pond Suitability Poor 

 

Table 2: Categorisation of HSI results 

HSI Score Pond Suitability 

< 0.50 Poor 

0.50 – 0.59 Below average 

0.60 – 0.69 Average 

0.70 – 0.79 Good 

> 0.80 Excellent 
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Appendix 2: eDNA Results 
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