Issue 56

Welcome to the 56th edition of our parish newsletter
designed to keep you up to date with that is happening in
Broadacres, Fairlands, Jacobs Well, Perry Hill
and Wood Street Village
Autumn 2020

REPORTING ISSUES
If you notice any issues,
such as potholes,
flooding or leaks, don’t
leave it to someone else
… please report it!

Unauthorised Encampments
The Parish has seen a significant increase in the volume of unauthorised encampments this
year - notably two at Wood Street Village and more recently two on Broad Street Common,
together with an attempt at Fairlands.

Potholes, pavements,
blocked and broken
drains, flooding, fallen
trees and overgrown
vegetation, can be
reported directly to
Surrey County Council.
This can be done online
or if you consider a
problem to be an
immediate threat to life
or limb, or do not have
internet access, call their
Contact Centre on 0300
200 1003.
The same applies to
crimes or anti-social
behaviour. Please report
incidents directly to
Surrey Police on 101 or
via their website (if nonurgent) and 999 (if
urgent).

Jacobs Well
Recreation Ground
Replacement 5-aside goal posts have
been ordered for
the recreation
ground at Jacobs
Well.
We are hopeful that
these will be
installed
imminently.

A small fraction of the rubbish which had to be removed from Broad Street Common

Worplesdon Parish Council has been actively engaging with Surrey County Council to further
secure these locations to try to prevent more encampments in the future. Surrey Fire and
Rescue have also been involved in these discussions to ensure that suitable access to the
Commons could be gained, when required.
The quantity of debris left behind after the vehicles have vacated the sites is significant, and
well in excess of the waste generated as a result of usual domestic activities. Surrey County
Council have advised that it cost a total of £51,000 to clear both Broad Street Common sites.
The volume of waste is being exacerbated by the amount of work these people are being
contracted to undertake without residents checking that they hold waste licences, to ensure
that rubbish (including garden waste) is appropriately disposed of.
Failing to ensure that any contractors you employ hold a valid waste licence can attract a
significant fine. The responsibility lies with the resident to check that the licence is in place.
You can do this online by looking at the Environment Agency’s public register at https://
www.surreyep.org.uk/fly-tipping/check-a-waste-carriers-licence/ or by calling 03708 506
506. If you have concerns that a trader is not disposing of waste correctly, you can call the
Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60 or you can report your concerns anonymously to
Crimestoppers (0800 555111).
It should also be noted that by improving security at some sites, other locations within the
Parish may become more likely to experience encampments and the associated issues.
Due to the level of negative feedback received from residents when it was proposed to
place temporary concrete blocks on the triangle (at the rear of Wood Street Village Green)
or to consider other alternative long-term defences at this location, a public consultation
will be organised to take place once meeting restrictions, in place as a result of Covid-19, are
suitably relaxed.

Parish Groundsman
As always, the groundsman has been busy, out and about across the Parish. The fruits of his labours are clearly
evident from the alleyways that have been cleared around Fairlands and Jacobs Well, and the benches that have
been repainted around the parish, to name but two of his many tasks!

Before and After - Alleyway off Gumbrells Close, Fairlands

Repainted benches at Jacobs Well

As some of our eagle eyed residents may have noticed, the village sign base at Wood Street
Village has also been repointed!
The groundsman also litter picks at multiple locations across the parish - and we would like to
thank all those residents who continue to litter pick whilst walking around the villages.
Base of Wood Street Village Sign

Community Speedwatch
Community Speedwatch (CSW) has restarted following the
suspension during lockdown. This initiative, co-ordinated by Lead
Member Cllr Nigel Mitchell and supported by a small dedicated
team, has been active at each of the Surrey Police assessed sites
across the parish since the New Year.
The CSW is deployed in response to concerns from residents about
the speed of vehicles past their homes. Vehicles exceeding the
speed limit are referred to the Police with the aim of educating
drivers to reduce their speeds. CSW is a national initiative,
administered by the local Police force with the aim of improving the
safety and quality of life for everyone in the community.
The major contributing factors in the majority of road traffic
collisions in the UK are known as ‘fatal four’ offences, ie. speeding,
drug/drink driving, not wearing a seatbelt and using a mobile phone.
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Community Highways Volunteers
Community groups can become community
highways volunteers and help improve their
local environment. They can undertake work
such as, cutting back vegetation, clearing
footways of weeds, cleaning and minor
repairs of signs and clearing ditches. If you
would like to find out more please have a
look at the Community Highways Volunteers
Scheme Policy on the Surrey County Council
website for further information, which also
has a link to more detailed information:
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-andtransport/roadworks-and-maintenance/
community-highways-volunteering or
email Highways.Volunteering@surreycc.gov
.uk.

Thank you!

Play Areas

During lockdown, there were lots of volunteers rallying
to ensure that those shielding or vulnerable residents
received food and other vital supplies.

Our play areas, which were closed during lockdown,
reopened on 7 July 2020 following comprehensive
inspection by our groundsman.

There were more than 40 volunteers who supported the
pharmacy at Fairlands, Rowlands. Their support ranged
from marshalling the lengthy socially-distanced queues
outside the pharmacy, to the delivery of prescriptions for
those unable to leave their homes. One of our own
parish councillors, Councillor Jan Messinger, walked
some 500 miles whilst helping with deliveries and
another volunteer used his own mobility scooter!

Permanent signage explaining the measures parents and
carers should employ when using the areas with their
children has been displayed, and should be respected by
all users.

The pharmacy estimate that there have been in the
region of 15,000 medicine deliveries since March.
We would like to thank all of the volunteers for their
superhuman events.
If you know of someone who deserves recognition for
their efforts during the pandemic lockdown, please
contact Gaynor White, Clerk to the Council.

Parents and carers are
asked to take reasonable,
steps to ensure the safety
of the children who are
accompanying them, and
for themselves.
If play areas are at
capacity (marked on each
sign in pink) please return
to the play area at a time
when the facilities have
fewer people there.

Harry’s Meadow - Jacobs Well

Grass-cutting Contractors

Harry’s Meadow has seen a noticeable increase in
quantity and variety of wildlife as a result of the lower
part of the field being left to grow naturally, further to the
report undertaken by Surrey Wildlife Trust in support of
the Parish Council’s responsibility to provide a wide range
of habitats across the parish.

The new grass cutting contractors, parish-based firm Holly
Landscape and Training, have been enjoying meeting
residents across the parish whilst undertaking their works.

If residents would refrain from parking on verges, or
placing posts or markers on verges, it would be most
appreciated. Please be aware that no posts of any
We are pleased to report that a native snake has also
description or trees should be located in the verges
without the express consent of Surrey County Council
been seen within the meadow! Residents should be
mindful that this is a meadow, and as such, meadows will Highways Team. Obstacles placed on verges and ruts
contain a myriad of flora and fauna, including grass seeds, caused by parked vehicles make grass cutting difficult, if
not impossible, in some locations. Similarly, any
various pollens, ticks and a whole host of other wildlife.
temporary traffic cones near Worplesdon Primary School
should be located at least 40cm back from the kerb edge.

We have also received feedback from some residents
querying when the verges outside their properties will be
cut. Please be mindful that the grass is cut on a regular
basis, but is weather dependent, so
make take place a few days either side
of when the next cut is anticipated.
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Parish Personnel Contact Details
Chairman - Dr Paul Cragg

01483 531597

cllr.paul.cragg@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Gordon Adam

01483 234830

cllr.gordon.adam@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

David Bird

07999 944601

cllr.david.bird@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Amanda Creese

07814 441243

cllr.amanda.creese@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Martin Fance

07766 781929

cllr.martin.fance@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Jan Messinger

07761 589768

cllr.jan.messinger@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman - Nigel Mitchell

01483 232538

cllr.nigel.mitchell@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Sandra Morgan MBE

01483 233344

cllr.sandra.morgan@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Beth Nagle

01483 232036

cllr.beth.nagle@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Tony O’Toole

07954 533070

cllr.tony.otoole@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Dennis Paul

07483 252980

cllr.dennis.paul@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Curtis Riley

07539 435401

cllr.curtis.riley@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

David Snipp

01483 343754

cllr.david.snipp@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Gaynor White (Clerk to the Council) 01483 300094

clerk@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Victoria Fear (Assistant Clerk)

07718 479409

admin@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Peter Trevena (Head Groundsman)

07308 658882

groundsman@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

There are currently three vacancies. Please contact the Clerk to the Council for further information.
@worplesdonpc

Worplesdon Parish Council
Unit 2 Beaufort - Ground Floor, Parklands, Railton Road,
Guildford, Surrey, GU2 9JX

@WorplesdonPC

https://www.worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Public Tennis Courts
The public tennis courts at Worplesdon Memorial Hall
were handed back to the Trustees of Worplesdon
Memorial Hall and Grounds on 27 July 2020.
We appreciate that some members of the public were
disappointed not to find these courts open for use at
various times as lockdown restrictions were gradually
eased. The decision made by the Parish Council was to
keep the courts closed as the Hall Manager was on
furlough, so no payments could be taken, and, most
importantly, there were no means of appropriately
sanitising the gates in accordance with the government
guidance issued at the time the decision was made.
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01483 300094

Business Use of Parish Land
Please can we remind residents that no businesses are
to operate from parish council owned or maintained
land, without the express permission of the Parish
Council.
This includes fitness instructors who have been using
the play areas in Fairlands, Jacobs Well and Worplesdon
and also the community car park in Wood Street Village
without the appropriate permission having been sought
or granted.

Please contact the Clerk, Gaynor White, if you wish to
request permission from the Full Council.
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