Issue 54

Welcome to the 54th edition of our parish newsletter
designed to keep you up to date with that is happening in
Broadacres, Fairlands, Jacobs Well, Perry Hill
and Wood Street Village

Welcome to the 49th edition of our newsletter designed to keep you up to date with what is happening in the parish.
Spring 2020

REPORTING ISSUES
If you notice any issues,
such as potholes,
flooding or leaks, don’t
leave it to someone else
… please report it!
Potholes, pavements,
blocked and broken
drains, flooding, fallen
trees and overgrown
vegetation, can be
reported directly to
Surrey County Council.
This can be done online
or if you consider a
problem to be an
immediate threat to life
or limb, or do not have
internet access, call their
Contact Centre on 0300
200 1003.

Community Engagement Event
On Tuesday 24th March between 6.30 and 7.30pm, an open community engagement event
is being held at St Albans Hall in Wood Street Village. The provision of extra activity
equipment for children has been repeatedly asked for by residents of the village. It is
proposed that play equipment, to include a play frame for children ranging in ages from 8 to
16 and zip wires, together with calisthenics frames and other more generic fitness
equipment could be located at Wildfield Close, in close proximity to the existing ball court.
This project can only be progressed through the support of the local community, because
without you turning up to show your support and saying which equipment you do (or
don’t!) like, funding cannot be applied for.
A selection of equipment providers will be present at this event so you can ask them lots of
questions. Feedback forms will be provided so you can tell us whether any of the
equipment appeals to you, or if you’d rather just keep the levels of play equipment as they
are in the village! We look forward to seeing you there.

The same applies to
crimes or anti-social
behaviour. Please report
incidents directly to
Surrey Police on 101 or
via their website (if nonurgent) and 999 (if
urgent).

ITEMS OF SPECIAL
INTEREST
24 March 2020 - 6.30pm
to 7.30pm - St Alban’s
Hall, Wood Street Village
- Public Consultation re
play/sports/outdoor
fitness equipment for
Wood Street Village
24 March 2020 - 7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting at
St Alban’s Hall, Wood
Street Village
3 July 2020 - 10.30am Worplesdon Flood Forum
Walkabout - meet at
Wood Street Village
Community Car Park

Surrey County Council - Mockingbird Programme
Rather startlingly, over 50% of Surrey’s looked after children do not live in Surrey. This is,
in part, due to a shortage of foster carers in the county. A new system of supporting
foster carers has recently been launched - and is known as the Mockingbird Programme and foster carer remuneration has been improved. All kinds of people can become foster
carers: all that is needed is a spare bedroom and a commitment to the welfare of
children.
Surrey County Council joins 34 other local authorities and trusts to adopt the Mockingbird
system, which essentially creates a support network for foster carers. It is hoped that the
scheme will support carers and help with recruitment and retention as well as providing
the extended family network for children in care as well as the fostering families. The
Fostering Network says that the Mockingbird Scheme has prevented placements falling
apart which leads to vulnerable children having to be moved to another home.
If you are interested in becoming a foster carer please visit Surrey Council’s website:
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/fostering.

Street naming - Reflecting the history of the parish
The parish council are very pleased to announce that,
following the successful naming of the roads in the new
Keens Lane development after some of the many local
men who lost their lives in World War 1, the new road at
the former Hare and Hounds public house site, near
Broad Street, will be named Langford Close.
Private Albert James Langford was born in 1897 and died
in August 1916, aged just 19. He served with the 1st
Battalion of The Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment.
Private Langford is buried in the Caterpillar Valley
Cemetery, Longueval, France. Albert was awarded both
the Victory and British War Medal. The Langford family
still live locally within the parish.
Additionally, the new road adjacent to Silvesters Garage,
off Aldershot Road, will be known as Halifax Close due to
its proximity to the site where an RAF Halifax bomber

(L9489) crashed during World War 2. The Halifax, from
35 Squadron, had taken off earlier that evening from
Linton-on-Ouse on its first operational sortie, to join 8
Blenheims and 5 other Halifaxes to bomb Le Havre. No
aircraft were lost during the raid itself, but sadly L9489
was erroneously identified by an RAF night fighter that
had been sent up to cover a raid on Portsmouth, and
was subsequently shot down whilst over the
neighbouring parish of Normandy.
This Halifax was the first Halifax aircraft to be lost during
WW2, of some 1,800 during the remainder of the war,
and it was especially poignant because it was as a result
of friendly fire. Four men lost their lies in this tragic
crash, with the pilot and navigator surviving.
A memorial plaque was unveiled at the crash site, which
is located between the 14th and 15th fairways of the
Merrist Wood Golf Course, in 1997.
Left: Commemorative certificate for Private Albert Langford
Below: Memorial plaque located on Merrist Wood Golf Course

Groundstaff - Grass-cutting Contractors
The Head Groundsman and his Assistant have been out
and about in the parish van across the parish
undertaking a variety of one-off tasks in readiness for
Spring, in addition to their usual inspections and general
maintenance! You may also notice that certain areas of
the parish are looking exceptionally tidy, and that is as a
result of both our groundstaff and extra grass-cutting
days which were held over as a result of the
exceptionally hot weather last summer. The contractors
instead utilised these additional days to undertake tasks
which were beyond the capabilities of our groundstaff,
such as crown-lifting the trees near Fairlands and
strimming the ditches directly adjacent to Jacobs Well
Road, amongst many others.
Page 2

Road safety - Community Speedwatch
The wildfowl warning signs have been erected next to
the pond in Wood Street Village by Surrey County
Council. Community Speedwatch is being actively
deployed at locations across the
parish, and those drivers caught
exceeding the speed limits will
receive communication/s from Surrey
Police. Both Surrey Police and Surrey
County Council support this scheme,
manned by trained volunteers, which
has been proven to reduce the
speeds of vehicles on roads with
active deployments. Contact the
Assistant Clerk for more details.

Eco-Green Update
The parish council are very excited that, following the
successful planting of 2,200 bulbs in Harry’s Meadow,
Jacobs Well, adjacent to the World War 1 memorial
bench, another few hundred daffodil bulbs have been
planted at locations across the parish.
In addition to the bulbs that have already been planted,
two acres of Harry’s Meadow is going to be allowed to
turn into a wildflower meadow. This has been done
following requests from Jacobs Well residents and has
been undertaken after comprehensive consultation with
Surrey Wildlife Trust and as a result of feedback to the
Residents’ Survey.
The parish council actively encourages all of its residents
to enjoy the fabulous green spaces that our parish has to
offer, but we would like to remind residents that when
children create dams in streams or ditches, they must be
removed on the same day. The creation of these
man-made obstructions is creating problems for our
groundstaff, potentially could cause flooding which would
affect residents and homes, together with the
implications for wildlife which may be detrimentally
affected by rising water levels.

removed by each organisation when the events have
occurred.
One such recently posted advertisement is a request to
help benefit charities whilst making your contribution
towards recycling! If you’ve got lots of clean and dry
plastic milk bottle tops (red, blue or green, they all
count!) that are looking for a good home, please feel free
to drop them off at the parish office so we can pass them
on to the advertiser!
Lots of charities benefit from the donation of used stamps
(both UK and international), so the parish council office
collects all stamps to pass on to a different charity each
year.
Items which can’t currently be recycled in your green
Recycling wheelie bin such as bread wrappers, baby food
pouches, cat food pouches, confectionary wrappers and
hand wash pumps (to name but a few) can in some cases
be accepted by charities. One such charity is ‘Kicks Count’
who are based locally but have a national reach, aiming to
reduce the UK’s high still birth and neonatal death rate.

Their website clearly states which waste streams can be
The parish council are pleased to see that there are lots of accepted: https://www.kickscount.org.uk/pages/faqs/
`green initiatives’ advertised on the parish noticeboards! category/recycling-streams thereby keeping your waste
Whilst the left hand side is for official parish notices,
out of landfill and raising money to benefit the charity in
members of the public are encouraged to utilise the right the process. They have local recycling contacts who will
hand side to advertise local events and local services take clean, dry items specifically from the list and return
helping residents to use services which don’t come from a them through the appropriate addresses to generate
distance. We would respectfully ask that notices are
funds.

Giant hogweed - exceptionally dangerous sap
Giant hogweed is a non-native, invasive species which can
cause severe long-term burns when it comes into contact
with skin. It can now be found across most of the UK, as
seeds are easily transported by water. Whilst it looks like
cow parsley, when fully grown Giant hogweed can reach
heights of between 1.5m and 5m and can have a spread
of between 1- 2m. The leaves are huge with deeply
divided leaflets and have a look of a rhubarb leaf, with
hairs on the underside. Small and white (or slightly pink)
upward-facing flowers appear in June and July. This plant
cannot be disposed of in your brown Garden Waste
wheelie bin, but can be put on a bonfire. There is also a
native hogweed which can cause rashes, but reactions are
not usually as severe as with the giant species.
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Credit: Griensteidl/Wikimedia Commons

Note the deeply
divided jagged
leaves, and the
purple blotches
and coarse hairs
around leaf
stalks.
Credit: Line/
Wikimedia
Commons

Giant hogweed. Credit: RHS/Advisory

Parish Personnel Contact Details
Chairman - Dr Paul Cragg

01483 531597

cllr.paul.cragg@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Gordon Adam

01483 234830

cllr.gordon.adam@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

David Bird

07999 944601

cllr.david.bird@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Amanda Creese

07814 441243

cllr.amanda.creese@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Martin Fance

07766 781929

cllr.martin.fance@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Jan Messinger

07761 589768

cllr.jan.messinger@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman - Nigel Mitchell

01483 232538

cllr.nigel.mitchell@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Sandra Morgan MBE

01483 233344

cllr.sandra.morgan@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Beth Nagle

01483 232036

cllr.beth.nagle@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Tony O’Toole

07954 533070

cllr.tony.otoole@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Dennis Paul

07483 252980

cllr.dennis.paul@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Curtis Riley

07539 435401

cllr.curtis.riley@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

David Snipp

01483 343754

cllr.david.snipp@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Gaynor White (Clerk to the Council) 01483 300094

clerk@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

Victoria Fear (Assistant Clerk)

07718 479409

Peter Trevena (Head Groundsman)
@worplesdonpc

admin@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk
groundsman@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk
Worplesdon Parish Council

Unit 2 Beaufort - Ground Floor, Parklands, Railton Road,
Guildford, Surrey, GU2 9JX
@WorplesdonPC

https://www.worplesdon-pc.gov.uk

01483 300094

PCSO

Flood Forum Walkabout

We’re pleased to announce that we have been
allocated a PCSO to cover our parish - PCSO
Nicky Carr. Nicky has been a PCSO for nearly 2
decades so is already familiar with the Guildford
area and is looking forward to getting to know
more about issues which are affecting residents.
Even if it is something which may be seemingly
inconsequential, please report it because it may
actually be important!

The next Flood Forum Walkabout will take place on 3 July
2020. The meeting point will be at Wood Street Village
Community Car Park (adjacent to Wood Street Infant School).
We will be aiming to leave the car park at 10.30am to walk
around Blackwell Farm which borders the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, which we will access by walking across Broad
Street Common. Please wear suitable footwear as there is
every chance it will be muddy!

Please continue to report all urgent matters on
999 and non-urgent on 101 or using the online
reporting system:
https://www.surrey.police.uk/ro/report/

Blackwell Farm is an important location within the parish
because the rainwater that falls in this location splits (due to
the topography of the farmland). One watercourse flows
down through Wood Street Village and the other flows behind
Applegarth Avenue and along to Whitmoor Common.

This link can also be used for reporting motoring
offences as dashcam footage/photographs can
be sent to accompany your report.

This walk will also give residents a chance to meet the new MP
for Guildford, the Rt Hon Angela Richardson MP, who has
kindly agreed to Chair the Flood Forum. All are welcome!
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