
REPORTING ISSUES 
 

If you notice any issues, 
such as potholes,    
flooding or leaks, don’t 
leave it to someone else 
… please report it! 
 
Potholes, pavements, 
blocked and broken 
drains, flooding, fallen 
trees and overgrown 
vegetation, can be     
reported directly to  
Surrey  County Council.  
 
This can be done online 
or if you consider a   
problem to be an        
immediate threat to life 
or limb, or do not have 
internet access, call their 
Contact Centre on 0300 
200 1003. 

Welcome to the 49th edition of our newsletter designed to keep you up to date with what is happening in the parish. 

We are delighted to welcome two new councillors to the Parish Council, Dr Rao Martand Singh and 
Tony O’Toole.   

Hi everyone. My name is Tony O'Toole, and I am so      
privileged to have been accepted as a co-opted councillor 
for Fairlands on Worplesdon Parish Council.  
 
So far I have been amazed at what it takes to be part of 
the parish. I was taken on a lovely walk by the clerk,     
Gaynor White, who showed me all of the area - some 35 
square miles. Although I have lived in Guildford since 1987 
and Fairlands for 11 years, I had no idea of the beautiful 
surrounding areas and the importance of maintaining the 
drainage ditches, fields and trees.  
 
I have attended only one meeting with the other         
councillors as yet, and I saw first-hand how important it is 
to be aware of how things can easily be spoiled by        
uncaring people. 
 
I was particularly moved on Sunday 11 November when I 
attended the centenary of the end of the First World War 
commemorations on Harry's Meadow, Jacobs Well. The 
new bench and rubbish bin were fabulous, and to see a 
vintage fire engine made by the best engineering company 
in the world, Alexander Dennis Limited (ADL) - a name 
known in every country, was equally brilliant. It was 
so fitting that the new bench was unveiled by Ashley 
Booth from ADL, and his son. A piper played a number 
of wonderful laments which was very moving.  

ITEMS OF SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
 

8/12 - 1-3pm  
Wood Street Infant 
School Christmas Fair  
 
2/12 - 11.30am-2pm 
Worplesdon Primary 
School Christmas Fair  
 
15/12 - 3-5pm  
Jacobs Well Children’s  
Christmas Party   
 
15/12 - 4pm  
Christmas Carols on 
Wood Street Village 
Green  
 
21/2 - 2-4pm  
Sime Gallery - Children’s 
activities 

Issue 49 

Winter 2018 

Welcome to the 49th edition of our parish newsletter  
designed to keep you up to date with that is happening in 
Broadacres, Fairlands, Jacobs Well, Perry Hill  
and Wood Street Village 

Welcome to our new councillors 

Dr Rao Martand Singh is a Lecturer of Geotechnical   
Engineering at the University of Surrey. The topics of 
energy and environment are very close to his heart so it 
is likely you may have spotted him litter picking around 
the parish already! He has worked and travelled around 
the world but fortunately for Worplesdon Parish Council 
the Singh family have settled in Guildford. Martand is 
used to collaborating with industries to find practical 
solutions to problems which is a very useful skill when 
dealing with the wide variety of issues on the council’s 
agendas. 

All this work was co-ordinated by the 
council and showed me what can be 
done if you work as a team. I only 
hope I can serve the community as 
best I can.  
 

Tony O’Toole 

 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/do-it-online/report-it-online
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Parish Precept 

  

Whilst the parish has been accruing funds to put towards a 
suitable parish office for the last few years, the conditions the 
clerk and assistant clerk were working in were deemed       
untenable and in direct contravention with health and safety 
and employment law, potentially leaving the council open to a 
claim. The parish clerk and assistant clerk had been using 
rooms in their homes as offices.  
 

The photos at the bottom of this page show the difficult     
conditions the staff were working in. As a result of an accident 
in the workplace, due to lack of space, the parish council has 
been catalysed into amalgamating the two office spaces and 
the paperwork (some of which was stored in a separate      
location) into a suitable office space.  
 

Despite the best efforts of the council, the office is located just 
outside of the parish boundary at Queen Elizabeth Park, 
Stoughton and is being leased, on a short term basis. Just five 
office chairs had to be purchased. Four existing filing cabinets 
were relocated and the rest of the furniture was provided free 
of charge, thanks to the generosity of a local business.  

At the Surrey & Sussex Associations of Local Councils (SSALC) 
conference 15 November 2018, it was advised that, on average, 
precepts have doubled over the course of the last decade (for 
comparison, Worplesdon Parish Council had a budget of 
£119,500 in 2009/10 which equated to £33.82 per Band D    
property). It is currently proposed to increase the budget for 
2019/20 to £225,778, however a review of staff workload is due 
to take place and as a result of this, this figure may change. 
 

The average parish council precept, including all parish councils - 
regardless of size, was £64.05 in 2018/19. Worplesdon Parish 
Council is categorised as a large council due to the population 
levels within the parish.  
 

The parish of Worplesdon covers 35 sq miles, which is             
significantly larger than many of the neighbouring parishes.   
Parish councillors are unsalaried and receive no expenses.   
Councillors also volunteer their services regularly to assist with 
work parties, deploying the various speed equipment and to 
attend appropriate seminars and training. 
 

The budget will be approved at the January full council meeting.  

Financial Year 2018/2019 Approximate Budgets 
Surrey County Council £1,712 million     Guildford Borough Council £100 million    Worplesdon Parish Council £196,712 

Surrey County Council: 

• Schools and Learning 

• Libraries 

• Birth, death and ceremonies 

• Emergency planning 

• Roads and transport 

• Social care and health 

• Waste and recycling 

• Land, planning and development 
(for certain sites) 

• Culture and leisure  

Guildford Borough Council: 

• Planning and Building Control 

• Recycling and Waste 

• Parking and Travel 

• Crematorium and Cemeteries 

• Community 

• Activities for children and young  
people 

• Parks, playgrounds and green spaces 

• Guildford Museum 

• Visit Guildford tourist information 

Worplesdon Parish Council: 

• Own, maintain and regularly 
inspect play equipment at four 
sites 

• Own and maintain three areas 
of land 

• Lease and maintain seven sites 
across the parish - including 
tennis courts, community car 
park and three village greens 

• Maintain 34 benches, 13 litter 
bins and 17 bus shelters 

• Work closely with all major  
agencies 

• Grass cutting to all owned and 
maintained areas on behalf of 
Surrey County Council, plus the 
provision of additional cuts 
when appropriate 

• Annual tree inspections to all 
owned and maintained areas 
(and tree surgery where       
applicable) 

• Pond maintenance and pond & 
ditch clearance 

• Deploy Speed Data Recorder 
and Vehicle Activated Signs 

• Actively facilitate Worplesdon 
Flood Forum 

• Events 

Clerk and Assistant Clerk working together in the former Parish office 
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Armistice Day 2018 
On 11 November 2018, the culmination of a number of years work by Worplesdon Parish Council was clearly visible.  

The annual remembrance service was relocated from the war memorial located on Queenhythe Road, Jacobs Well (neighbouring 

the site where the C47 Lilly Bell II military aircraft crashed during World War 2) to Harry’s Meadow which is the name of the field 

behind the Jacobs Well Village Hall, dedicated to the late Harry Pickup, who served as a parish councillor for 31 years and was 

Chairman of the parish council between 1989 and 1999. 

Ashley Booth, from Alexander Dennis, and his son unveiled a        
commemorative bench manufactured by David Ogilvie Engineering 
which had been kindly stored and installed by T J Hunt (Contracting) 
Ltd. 
 
To complement the new bench, in consultation with the Jacobs Well 

Residents Association (JWRA), 2,200 bee-friendly bulbs have been 

planted by the parish council directly around it. These included     

allium, camassia, crocus, narcissi, leucojum and daffodil bulbs. 

It is envisaged that the bulbs and bench will provide a location for 

peaceful reflection. 

Both the 11am service and the beacon lighting       

commemoration were presided over by Dr Paul Cragg, 

Chairman of Worplesdon Parish Council. 

During the 11am service, John Rennie from Alexander 

Dennis Limited, Emma Raggett representing the JWRA 

and Gaynor White, Clerk to the Council laid             

commemorative poppy wreaths.  

At the end of the service, two of these wreaths were 

relocated to the Jacobs Well war memorial on     

Queenhythe Road. 

At 11am all those present observed the 2 minute    

silence marking exactly one hundred years since the 

guns of World War 1 fell silent. 

 

The beaver and cub scouts from Jacobs Well also attended the    
service, processing across Harry’s Meadow to open the proceedings. 
The parish council are very grateful to the beaver and cub scouts of 
Jacobs Well for planting a poppy cross in memory of each of the 
Worplesdon men who died as a result of World War 1. 
 
The names of these men have been re-discovered and rigorously 

researched by Cllr Jan Messinger over the last few years to ensure 

that they will never be forgotten. 

It is envisaged that the information will be published in the virtual 

museum on the parish council’s website in the near future. 



 The piper at both of the Armistice Day events held in Harry’s Meadow was Jacobs Well 

resident Kenneth Thomson, whose laments have received their own vote of thanks from 

numerous members of the public, in addition to the thanks of both the officers and parish 

councillors. Kenneth has very kindly volunteered his services at numerous Armistice Day 

events over the years. 

[photo courtesy of David Rose, Guildford Dragon] 

Staff from Alexander Dennis Ltd and their relatives, arrived on a  beautifully maintained 

1914 fire engine which attendees were allowed to sit on.  The staff of Alexander Dennis 

Ltd at the Slyfield site had very thoughtfully undertaken a collection for SSAFA (Soldiers, 

Sailors, Airmen and Families Association) which had raised £250. 

A collection on the day generated a further £42 which will also be sent on to SSAFA. 

The Tilley lamps were kindly provided by Tilley International from Home 
Farm at Loseley Park to perfectly illuminate the evening’s proceedings. 
 
Both events were timed to coincide with the Queen’s Pageant Master’s 

schedule as part of ‘Battle’s Over: A Nation’s Tribute’.  

The beacon lighting event was attended by approximately 60 local         

residents, including Albert Spratley.  Albert, now  96 years old, served in 

the RAF during WW2. Albert’s wife worked, like many others in the       

locality, at Alexander Dennis in Department Z5 during the war. 

We were fortunate to have trumpeter Rachel Doyle of the Surrey Police 

Band to play the Last Post and Reveille. 

Alexander Dennis Ltd is currently located within the parish boundary, although the premises were located elsewhere during 
WW1. Dennis Brothers Ltd, as they were known during World War 1, supplied more than 7,000 lorries, together with               
ambulances, fire engines and stationary pumping sets, as well as a large number of searchlight lorries which were used for 
spotting German Zeppelins and planes.  129 of the firm’s employees enlisted on the outbreak of war, with the Army Service 
Corps taking 40 of the company’s best mechanics in just one day.   
 

More information can be found on  www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk. 
 

In the evening we coordinated two simultaneous events: a beacon lighting in Harry’s Meadow and bell ringing at St Mary’s 
Church, Worplesdon. 
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The special commemorative beacon was lit by the Clerk,  

Gaynor White, with assistance from Cllr Nigel Mitchell. 

The church service at St Mary’s, which took place whilst the 

beacon lighting was occurring, was a joint service kindly   

organised by Rector, Reverend Alex Russell in close liaison 

with Cllr Jan Messinger.  

During the service, the life stories of ten of the 52 men who 

died were read out by people associated with the stories - 

some people were related, others lived in the same houses 

and some were similar ages.  

Our thanks to Perry Hill Chartered Surveyors who generously 

sponsored the Order of Service.  

Roll of Honour 

 

Beacon supplied by Bullfinch Gas, Worcester 

The roll of honour commissioned by Worplesdon Parish Council was unveiled 
on 23 November 2018 in the Small Hall at Worplesdon Memorial Hall.  
 

The roll includes 52 men, some of which were not have included on any   
previous commemorative rolls and one who has not been remembered on 
any memorial within the UK.  
 

The roll of honour, was expertly designed and painted by Gerald Whittaker of 
Gerald Whittaker Signs. We are very grateful to Gerald who also kindly     
installed the roll of honour. 
 

The unveiling was carried out by David Hypher OBE with special permission 
on behalf of the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey.  
 

We were very fortunate to have numerous relatives of the men noted in 
attendance.  
 

The refreshments and nibbles were generously provided by a number of local 
businesses. We would like to thank:  
Worplesdon Place Pub and Rooms 
The Garden Cider Company 
Jolly Farmer Pub, Whitmoor Common 
Jacobs Well Post Office and Store 
White Hart Pub, Wood Street Village 
Cheesman’s, Wood Street Village 
Royal Oak Pub, Wood Street Village 
 
As our roll of honour fittingly says, `We will remember them’. 
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Following the clocks going back at the end of 

October, we would like to remind all        

residents to take reasonable precautions to 

minimise the chance of a burglary or other 

crime occurring.  

We would like to take this opportunity to 

remind residents to report all crimes and 

suspicious behaviour to the police. 

You may think that what you have seen is 

inconsequential, but as part of a bigger    

picture it may be the missing piece in a   

jigsaw.  

If you witness something requiring an urgent   

response, always call 999. For non-

emergency reporting, call 101 or report it 

online. If you would like to remain           

anonymous, you can report certain incidents 

through Crimestoppers - either on 0800 

555111 or via their online form. 

You may well have noticed a new face 

around the parish! PCSO John Downham has 

been familiarising himself with the whole of 

our parish and the issues affecting our       

residents.  

We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank Melissa Ta for all of her hard work, 

from providing numerous different         

comprehensive proposals for the councillors 

to consider, through to her subsequent 

work and support – all of which has been 

carried out without charge.   

In the end it proved very difficult for the 

councillors to choose their favourite design.  

The eagle-eyed amongst you may have   

noticed that we have a fresher looking logo 

for this and future newsletters and parish 

communications! 

The more modern identity has already been 

adopted on our website and on our social 

media accounts, and it will be updated on all 

of our other forms of communication over 

the next few months. 

Crimes and Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 

New Year, New Logo! 

Work Parties and Volunteering Opportunities 

Work parties target areas across the parish which have been highlighted to 
us, by our residents and staff, as requiring some additional attention.  
 

We alternate between Wednesdays and Sundays, between 10.30 and 12.30 
to allow as many residents as possible to attend based on their other     
commitments.  
 

The dates scheduled for the start of 2019 are: 
                     23/1 Aldershot Road - Gravetts Lane 
                     13/2 and 24/2 Jacobs Well Recreation Ground  
                     13/3 Nevins Copse, Pinks Hill, Wood Street Village 
                     24/3 Holly Lane (including a litter pick) 
 

Please keep an eye on our website and social media pages for changes to this schedule as regrettably, in poor weather and for 
unforeseen circumstances, these may need to be cancelled at the last minute. 
 

If you would like to be added to our volunteers database, please email the Assistant Clerk. 
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PCSO John Downham 

The new Worplesdon  

Parish Council logo 

  

https://www.surrey.police.uk/contact-us/report-online/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously
mailto:admin@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk


Everything that goes down the toilet and the kitchen sink    

eventually meets up in the sewage pipes under your home, and 

if the wrong things get together down there, they have the   

potential to cause a lot of trouble. 

Most household pipes are only 10cm (4”) wide - that’s only a 

little larger than the width of a baked bean tin. It’s a narrow 

passage that doesn’t take long to clog up. 

When fat and oil cool down, they become a gooey glue that 

hardens on the insides of the pipes. No amount of washing up 

liquid or hot water will shift them. It only takes a little fat mixed 

with some wet wipes to start blocking your pipes. Hygiene  

products and wipes don’t break down in the way toilet paper 

does. 

Before long, the pipe is so narrow that wastewater can’t get 

through. This is when the unimaginable happens and the 

pressure behind the build-up forces this foul mixture back up 

where it came from: your home. 

Eventually, a fatberg or other blockage can block a pipe    

entirely, forcing raw sewage and unflushables back where 

they came from. Slyfield Community Recycling Centre 

(Slyfield Tip) has a fat tank which allows you to safely dispose 

of any fat you have collected. 

Sadly there has been a recent instance of sewage flooding a 

property within the parish and we would actively encourage 

everyone to take an interest in preventing this from           

happening to anyone.                               Thanks to Thames Water 

The parish council would like to thank the 

parish residents for respecting the     

guidelines to again construct the bonfire 

out of pallets alone. 

Whilst the JWSC did a tremendous job of 

clearing Harry’s Meadow after the event, 

if you happen to spot any rubbish or    

debris in the field, please feel free to put it 

in the new litter bin! 

The Jacobs Well Social Club (JWSC) hosted 

another well-attended bonfire and fireworks 

event in Harry’s Meadow (land owned by 

Worplesdon Parish Council).   

Harry’s Meadow can currently be used for 

free for community events with permission 

from the Parish Council. 

The Jacobs Well Social Club are renowned for 

putting on great fireworks and this year was 

no different! 

Flooding Misery - Bin it, don’t block it!  

Jacobs Well Bonfire 

Speeding and Community Speedwatch 

more efficient, we need some additional 

volunteers. If you have been trained       

previously, you will need to be retrained to 

ensure you are insured. 

The time needed to assist is not onerous - a 

few hours are needed for the initial training 

and subsequently a minimum of 4 hours 

per annum (carried out in 1 hour blocks). 

Speeding continues to be an issue across the 

parish. In response to this, the parish council’s 

own speed data recorder (SDR) is regularly  

deployed to gather speed statistics to provide a 

more complete picture of when this is          

occurring and the scale of the problem. This 

allows us to feedback to the authorities. 

A more visible and effective speeding deterrent 

is the Community Speedwatch scheme. We 

now have a number of people trained, but to 

share the responsibility and make the scheme 
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Please contact the Assistant Clerk for   

further information or to request training. www.communityspeedwatch.org

 

 

Christmas Lights 
 

Our thanks go to JDS          
Decorations Ltd who have 

provided, at a heavily         
subsided rate, the beautiful 

Christmas tree lights and   
illuminated Christmas trees at 

both Perry Hill and Wood 
Street Village Green. 

JDS Decorations are based in 
Wood Street Village, and we 

are very grateful to them 
providing these at such a  

preferential rate. 

mailto:admin@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk
http://communityspeedwatch.org/
https://www.jdsdecorations.com/
https://www.jdsdecorations.com/


Worplesdon Parish Council 

Unit 2 Beaufort - Ground Floor, Parklands, Railton Road,  

Guildford, Surrey, GU2 9JX 

https://www.worplesdon-pc.gov.uk       01483 300094 

Parish Personnel 
Chairman - Dr Paul Cragg     01483 531597                         cllr.paul.cragg@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Gordon Adam             01483 234830                    cllr.gordon.adam@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

David Bird                                 07999 944601                          cllr.david.bird@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Neville Bryan              07766467814                      cllr.neville.bryan@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk  

Samantha Fisk                         07904 263711                   cllr.samantha.fisk@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Jan Messinger                        07761 589768                   cllr.jan.messinger@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Vice-Chairman - Nigel Mitchell             01483 232538                    cllr.nigel.mitchell@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Sandra Morgan MBE                 01483 233344                cllr.sandra.morgan@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Beth Nagle                          01483 232036                        cllr.beth.nagle@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Tony O’Toole     07954 533070                      cllr.tony.o’toole@worspledon-pc.gov.uk  

Martand Singh                                               cllr.martand.singh@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

David Snipp                        01483 343754                       cllr.david.snipp@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Helena Unwin-Golding    07961 716659     cllr.helena.unwin-golding@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk  

Lisa Wright                                               07776 301845                         cllr.lisa.wright@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk  

Gaynor White (Clerk to the Council)    01483 300094                                          clerk@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Victoria Fear (Assistant Clerk)               07718 479409                  admin@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Peter Trevena (Grounds and Maintenance Operative)                         groundsman@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

Printed by Knaphill Print Ltd 

Councillor Vacancies 
 

A vacancy exists in the Office of Councillor for the Jacobs Well Ward and also 
for the Perry Hill Ward.  

 

If you are interested in either position, and would like to find out more, 
please go to our website, or contact the Clerk. 

Litter Picking 
 

 We are looking for people who would like some very gentle exercise and 
who would like to benefit their local environment in the process!  

All necessary litter picking equipment will be provided.  
Please contact the Assistant Clerk if you would like to be added to the Litter 

Picking Volunteer Database. 

Elections 2019 
 

On Thursday 2nd May 2019 Borough and 
Parish elections will take place. 

If you would like to stand as a Parish        
Councillor, please contact the Clerk for more 

information. 
 

By becoming a parish councillor you become 
someone your community will look to for 
help, guidance and support - a community 

leader with the power to influence decisions 
for the benefit of the people you serve.   

 

An event will be running on 26 February 2019 
to allow you to find out more and to allow 
you to meet the current councillors. The   

drop-in event will take place at the Parish 
Office from 2pm to 8pm.  

 
Please email the Clerk or follow us on         

Facebook for further information. 

Sime Gallery - 21 February 2019 
 

On Thursday 21 February 2019 during half term, the Sime Gallery is hosting 
an afternoon of children’s activities.  

 

The event will take place between 2pm and 4pm at Worplesdon Memorial 
Hall.  The event is being sponsored by Ewbanks Auctioneers. 

 
 

@worplesdonpc 

@WorplesdonPC 
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